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GUARDIANS’  REPORT. 


Tu  the  lion,  the  Mayor  and,  Aldermen , constituting  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago  : 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Reform  School  respectfully  beg 
J leave  to  call  the  attention  ol  your  honorable  body  to  the  fact  stated  in 
the  last  communication  made  by  us  to  your  honorable  body,  that  the 
appropriation  heretofore  made  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  Reform 
School,  was  exhausted  some  time  since,  and  that  debts  had  been  incurred  to 
I some  small  extent,  for  the  indispensible  wants  of  the  Institution.  Since  ma- 
king the  last  Report  the  Board  have  «been  compelled  to  incur  further  debts 
of  considerable  magnitude,  in  the  purchase  of  stoves,  bedding,  &c.,  imperative- 
1 ly  demanded  for  immediate  use  ; and  still  farther  expenditures  should  be  made 
at  once.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  further  continuance  of  the  School,  that 
some  appropriation  be  made  for  the  daily  expenses. 

Previous  to  the  unfortunate  accident  occasioning  the  loss  of  the  build- 
ings and  property  of  the  School,  Mr.  Nichols,  the  Superintendent,  had  made 
up  his  final  Report  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  Institution  for  the  year 
ending  the  first  of  October  last,  and  had  read  it  to  the  Board  of  Guardians; 
but  its  presentation  to  your  honorable  body  had  been  delayed  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  Mr.  Nichols  to  copy  it,  and  make  such  necessary  corrections  and 
additions  as  were  found  to  be  necessary  or  important  for  fully  setting  forth 
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all  matters  connected  with  the  expenses  and  management  of  the  Institutio 
The  great  success  which  Mr.  Nichols  has  met  in  the  conduct  and  management 
the  Institution,  and  the  interesting  statistics  contained  in  his  Report  seem 
make  it  very  desirable  that  the  community  should  have  the  opportunity  of  b 
ing  made  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  his,  Report,  and  thereby  be  led  j 
appreciate  the  great  benefit  and  value  of  the  School. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  who  has  had  sole  charge  of  the  financ  | 
of  the  Board,  has  submitted  his  Report  for  the  year  ending  October  Is  i 
last  ; which  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  honorable  body. herewith. 

Acting  with  the"advice  of  the  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  a- 
pointed  for  such  purpose,  the  Board  have  adopted  a plan  for  the  new  building 
required  for  the  Institution,  and  have  contracted  with  Mr.  Thomas  Swann,  ft 
their  construction.  The  plan  adopted  is  the  smallest  and  most  economic!1 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  will  meet  the  absolute  necessities  of  tb 
Institution.  Bids  were  solicited,  and  the  lowest  terms  offered  were  by  M 
Thomas  Swann,  amounting  to  $3,950.  This  amount  exceeds  the  approprir 
tion  heretofore  made  by  the  Council  for  the  new  buildings  ; but  the  Board  b( 
lieving  that  your  honorable  body  would  approve  of  the  small  additional  expei 
diture,  considering  its  necessity,  have  with  assent  of  the  Committee  of  th 
Common  Council  contracted  with  Mr.  Swann,  for  the  construction  of  the  builc 
ings  at  his  bid. 

The  Committee  will  be  able  to  explain  to  the  Council  if  desired,  the  char 
acter  and  description  of  the  buildings  proposed  to  be  erected. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MARK  SKINNER,  Ch'n  JVd  Guardians 

•T.  II.  GRAY,  Secretary. 


October  20th,  1856. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


ro  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  i, he  Chicago  Reform  School,  the  Superintendent 

submits  his  First  Annual  Report 

rENTLEMEK : 

Rather  more  thau  twelve  months  have  passed  since  a petition  was  pre- 
ented  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  praying  that  honora- 
le  body,  to  pass  an  ordinance  for  the  benefit  of  Juvenile  Delinquents.  The 
larming  increase  of  crime  among  the  youthful  class  was  a sufficient  warrant 
)r  the  movement.  Our  citizens  had  long  felt  the  want  of  an  Asylum  for 
outhful  criminals;  a place  where  the  juvenile  offender  might  be  shielded 
'rom  the  power  of  vicious  influences,  and  instructed  in  rules  of  morality,  so 
hat  in  due  time,  boys  who  would  otherwise  have  been  a curse  to  society,  would  be 
eturned  to  it  as  virtuous,  intelligent  and  useful  men.  The  experience  of  all 
imehad  confirmed  the  idea,  that  confinement  of  youthful  criminals  in  Bride- 
vplls  or  Jails  did  but  confirm  them  in  previous  habits  of  vice  and  crime. 
ncai*cerated  with  abandoned  men,  having  companionship  with  the  most  ac- 
omplished  villains,  w>uld  tend  only  to  educate  these  youthful  delinquents  in 
rimes  more  daring  and  vices  more  criminal. 

The  petition  reported  to  the  Council  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee the  chairman  of  which  was  Ex-Alderman  Williams,  of  the  First  Ward, 
vhose  interest  in  the  enterprise  secured  for  it  the  prompt  and  efficient  action 
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of  the  Council,  who  passed  an  order  ordinance,  establishing  a Reform  Schoi 
in  the  old  Poor  House  Buildings  on  the  grounds  owned  by  the  county  of  Ccol 
five  miles  south  of  the  city,  on  the  Lake  shore.  The  condition  of  the  building 
was  such  that  extensive  repairs  were  required  before  the  Reform  Schoi 
could  admit  inmates  to  the  School;  thus  the  school  was  not  regularly  opene 
until  November  30th,  1S55,  when  seven  boys  were  admitted;  from  that  dat 
until  the  present,  the  inmates  have  gradually  increased. 

In  order  that  you  may  have  the  facts  of  the  doings  of  the  school  for  tli 
last  year  in  a convenient  form,  we  herewith  present  you  the  lolloping  tables 


TABLE  S . 

Shows  the  stale  of  the  school  as  reyards  numbers,  the  admissions  and  discharge 


for  the  year  ending  Sept.  3C )th,  1856  : . 

# 

| BOYS  | 

r.iKL 

; 2 

i i 

. . : <j 

p- A -T  'a  ~r  “im  "IT  "T 

TABLE  II. 


Shows  the  admission  for  each  month  in  the  yean 


| MONTH  | NO.  II  ! 

— * — : r 


Received 

October, 

6 

Received 7.  ..... . 

Received 

November 

7 

R ceived 

Received 

December, 

7 

R ceived 

Received . . ... 

January, 

i 

R ceived 

Received 

March. 

4 

Received 

MONTH.  | NO. 


April,  • 

lu 

Mav, 

() 

June, 

*9 

July, 

5 

Vugust, 

7 

Seutembei  . 

i in 

Total  number  received  during  tbe  year,  65  boy 8 and  one  girl. 


* Of  the  number  received  in  June,  one  was  a girl. 


CHICAGO  REFORM  SCHOOL. 


9 


TABLE  III. 


Shows  the  causes  of  commitment  : 


C RIM  12. 

NO. 

CRIME.  | NO. 

Vithout  proper  parental  care 

9 | 

Grand  Larceny 1 4 

Issault 

3 

Petit  Larceny ' 23 

Uagranc? 

8 

Mail  Robbery 1 

9 

gambling 

2 

Suspected  of  Burglary 2 

ItreetRiot 

5 

Obtaining  money  on  false  pretences. . . [ 1 

Total 66 


TABLE  IV. 


Showing  the  nativity  of  inmates  and  their  parents  : 


INMATES  WHERE  BORN. 

No. 

PARENTS  WHERE  BORN  j NO. 

Ireland 

13 

Germany , 

13  | 

Bohemia 

1 | 

En  *land 1 4 

Wales 

A 

Upper  Canada 

tJ 

Wales 1 1 

Lower  Canada 

2J 

New  Foundland ....  .... 

n 

America  U.  S.* 

34 

America 1 11 

Total;  ..  66  Total . 66 

*Maine  1;  Massachusetts  2;  Pennsylvania  1;  New  York  16;  Yew  Jersey  1;  Ohio  4;  Ken- 
tucky 1;  Michigan  1;  Illinois  5;  Wisconsin  1;  Iowa  1; 


TABLE  V. 


Showing  the  ages  when  committed  : 


NUMBER. 

AGES. 

NUMBER. 

AGES. 

Two. . 

6 vears 

Nine 

12  years 

Two.., 

8 “ 

13  “ 

Three 

9 “ 

14  “ 

Six 

7 <( 

Mine * 

15 

Ten 

ii 

One 

17  “ 

Seren 

16 

10 
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TABLE  VI. 


Showing  the  moral  condition  of  the  inmates  when  committed , and  the  home  in 
f uences  under  which  they  were  reared. 


Whole  number  received  during  the  year, i 

Number  who  had  lost  both  parents, j 

Number  who  had  lost  their  mother, j 

Number  who  had  lost  their  father, ; 

Number  who  bad  been  truants  from  the  public  schools 

Number  who  did  not  attend  Sabbath  school I 

Number  who  were  disobedient  to  their  parents, | 

Number  who  have  attended  the  theatre  and  circus, 1 

Number  who  have  been  Sabbath-breakers, .. ' 

Number  who  have  been  profane, . 

Number  who  have  been  untruthful, 

Number  whose  parents,  one  or  both,  have  been  intemperate, ; 

Number  of  inmates  accustomed  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks, 

Number  who  set  ten-pins  in  a bowling  saloon, . 

Number  previously  an  ested  for  crimes, > 

Number  imprisoned  in  similar  houses  of  reformation, | 

Number  who  have  slept  out  in  barns,  stables,  merchandize  boxes  and  under  bridges  . j 

Numb-.r  who  have  been  accustomed  to  the  use  of  tobacco, I 

Number  who  have  had  no  stated  employment, 

Number  of  inmates  committed  by  their  parents 

Number  of  inmates  who  have  had  either  parents  or  near  relatives  in  States’  prison, jail 
or  bridewell, I 


tii 

li 

11 

It 

5: 

8l 

4. 

3- 

5; 

51 

6( 

3i 

3' 

3i 

3' 

3. 

4 


TABLE  VII. 

Showing  the  amount  of  work  performed  in  the  Reform  School : 


KIND  OF  LABOR. 


Number  of  sheets  made, 

Number  of  comforters, 

Number  of  bed  ticks, 

Number  of  pillow  slips, 

Number  of  tbin  pams. 

Number  thin  jackets, 

Woolen  jackets, 

Woolen  pants, 

Shirts, 

Tow'els, 

Number  of  articles  repaired, 

Number  of  pieces  washed  and  ironed,. . . 


AH  T 


101 
44 
37 
60 1 
101  j 

34  j 
50 


KIND  OF  LABOR. 


Hay',  cut  tons  of, 

Evergreens,  decidions  and  shiubs  set  out, 

Rods  of  board  fence  built, 

Rods  of  road  graded 

Bushels  of  potatoes  raised, 

Number  of  cabbages  raised, 

Carrots,  bushels  of, 

4-0 i Pumpkins  and  scpiasbes, 

64 1 Corn  and  corn-fodder, 

44!  Bushels  of  beans, 

858 1 Bushels  of  Peas, 7 

119'  Bushels  of  turnips, 


40' 

8; 

15' ' 

11 

23. 

1 

45 

2l'd 


TABLE  VIII. 

Showing  the  education  of  the  inmates  when  committed , und  their  progress  durin 

the  year  : 


Number  of  inmates  ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 1 

Number  of  those  who  could  spell  easy  words, 1 

Number  of  those  who  could*read  easy  lessons 

Number  of  those  who  could  read  books  generally, - 
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TABLE  ArIII  CONTINUED. 


umber  who  could  not  write, i 45 

umber  who  could  only  write  their  names,. j g 

umber  who  could  write  sentences  generally, : 45 

Total, : gg 


umber  who  were  unacquainted  with  arithmetic, 

umber  who  bad  made  some  progress  in  mental  arithmetic, 

umber  who  had  been  to  subtraction  in  written  arithmetic,  *  1 * * * 5 

umber  who  had  been  to  multiplication  in  written  arithmetic, 

umber  who  had  been  to  division  in  written  aritlynetic, .1 

umber  who  had  been  to  denominate  numbers, ! 

'umber  who  had  been  to  fractions, ' 

Total, 


42 

15 

0 

1 
1 
2 
3 

65 


.'umber  who  were  unacquainted  with  geography, 53 

lumber  who  knew  something  of  primary  geography, 3 

'umber  of  those  who  had  studied  the  geography  and  atlas, j 10 


Total, 


65 


(lumber  who  are  now  ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 4 

(iumber  who  can  only  spell  easy  words, S 

Cumber  who  can  only  read  easy  lessons, 6 

Can  read  books  generally, ( 42 

San  read  well, 6 

Total, 66 


iumber  who  cannot  write, 

■ lumber  who  can  only  write  their  name, 

lumber  who  can  write  sentences  generally, .... . 
umber  who  are  studying  Mental  Arithmetic, . . . 
lumber  who  are  studying  Written  Arithmetic, . . 

VTho  are  studyiug  Primary  Geography 

\rho  are  studying  the  large  Geography  and  Alias, 


89 

9 

IS 

31 

6 

15 

9 


TABLE  LX. 


deludes  the  Inventory  Store  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School  on  the  30 th  day  of 

September,  1856. 


live  stock 

Hass  and  crockery  ware, 

Wooden  ware  and  household  lurniture, 

leds  and  bedding, 

('in  ware  store, 

lardware,  kitchen  and  washroom  lurniture, . 

Groceries  and  provisions, 

13  bbls.  of  flour, 

iOO  lbs.  corn  meal, 

01  bushels  of  potatoes, 

100  cabbages,  at  6c 

06  pumpkins  and  squashes, 

loads  corn  and  corn-fodder, 

tons  of  hay, 

sleigh, 

5 busbels  can  ots, 


•f  04 

25 

. 6 

50 

. 40 

85 

. i 103 

35 

. ( 2S 

55 

1 132 

29 

j 30 

94 

1 81 

25 

1 ~ 

50 

. 60 

60 

1 12 

00 

! 20 

25 

00 

36 

00 

10 

00 

3 

75 

12 
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TAJBXLE  IX  CONTINUED. 


5 bushels  of  white  benns, . 

1 bbl.  sugar,  264  lbs.,  10  1-2 

1 bbl.  molasses,  44  gal.,  60c ij, 

1 sack  coffee,  109  lbs.,  13  1 2, ...  vv, 

1 bbl.  fine  salt, 

1 “ course 

Rail  Road  tickets  on  baud, 

Dry  goods 

Wood  and  coal, 

Paints  and  oil, 

Soap , 

Medicine  and  hospital  furniture  , * 

Mechanical  and  farming  utensiis,  moulding  wagon  anu  harness, 

New  clothing  for  boys, 

Blank  books,  school  books,  stationery  and  school  room  lurniture,  exclusive  o!  Hie 
library  and  maps  donated, 


11 

27 

26 

14 

1 

2 

65* 

17 

27 

3 

5 

30 

139 

184 

84 


Total, 


1185 


9 

4 
7 
9 

5 
0 
1 
0 
C 
C 


4 


TABLE  X. 


Showing  the  Expenditures : 


Expended  for  groceries  and  provisions } 

Kitchen,  washroom  furniture  and  hardware, I 

Mechanical  and  farming  utensils,  including  wagon  and  harness, 

Dry  goods 

Fuel  and  lights, j 

Drayage,  traveling  expenses  of  the  ot  i lie  Superintendent  East  to  visit  the  Eastern  j 

Reform  School,  railroad  tickets  and  carriage  bill  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  ] 

their  visits  to  the  school, , 

Ready-made  clothing  purchased  for  the  boys,  including  hats  and  shoes, [ 

Wooden  ware  and  household  furniture, 

Horse-keeping  and  wagon  repairs,. 

Extra  expenses  for  festival  days, 

Live  stock  expense, 

Upholstery  bill, 

Medicine  and  hospital  furniture, . , 

Repairs  and  improvement  of  grounds, 

B1  ink  books  for  'he  use  of  the  school 

School  books  and  school  furniture, 

Salaries  of  officers  and  helpers, 

Moving  of  building, 

Miscellaneous  items  ot  expens  - , 

Total ! 


1049 

135 

206 

409 

268 


263 

207 

48 

109 

25 

1G4 

12 

31 

1500 

91 

1585 

25 

54 

6197 


By  Table  One  you  will  see  that  we  have  had  but  one  girl  committed  <3 
ring  the  year  to  this  School.  This  lias  uot  been  because  there  is  any  lack 
applicants,  but  for  the  reason  that  the  Common  Council  in  reply  to  your  i 
monstrance  to  any  more  girls  being  committed  here,  until  at  such  times 
the  proper  buildings  should  be  erected,  and  suitable  help  procured  to  tai 
care  of  them.  It  will  also  be  observed  that  we  have  no  Table  to  specify  t 
court  by  which  each  commitment  is  made ’to  the  School.  The  reason  of  tl 


CHICAGO  REFORM  SCHOOL. 


13 


that  all  the  commitments  to  this  Institution  have  been  made  by  the  Police 
’ourt,  except  it  be  the  case  of  a lad  who  was  committed  for  mail  robbery  by 
le  United  States’  Court. 

Neither  have  we  a Table  specifying  the  terms  of  sentence  of  each  com- 
aitment  for  all  of  our  inmates  were  sent  to  us  for  one  year  only,  except  in  the 
:ase  of  the  boy  who  was  sent  to  us  by  the  United  States’^  Court,  whose  term 
)f  sentence  was  two  years.  It  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  that  these 
short  terms  of  sentence  can  properly  test  the  utility  of  Reform  Schools;  for 
mbits  of  character  which  have  been  gathering  strength  to  themselves  for 
j fears,  cannot  be  rooted  up  in  a single  day.  It  would  be  no  wonder  if  very 
many  of  these  boys  upon  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  sentence,  should  again 
relapse  into  their  former  habits  of  vice  and 'crime  In  order  to  do  a bad  boy 

good  in  a Reform  School  the  Institution  should  have  the  entire  control  of  him 
during  the  years  of  his  minority. 

You  will  also  see  by  our  Tables  that  6 boys  have  escaped  during 
the  year.  It  is  a fact  no.t  to  be  denied  that  it  is  next  to  au  impossibility 
to  so  secure  these  old  buildings  so  as  to  prevent  escapes.  Our  fence 
has  not  prevented  the  boys  if  they  had  been  so  disposed  to  leave  us,  and 
discharge  themselves.  So  we  have  been  obliged  in  the  case  of  these 
who  have  had  a disposition  to  run  away,  to  exercise  a most  vigilant 
watch  over  them  at  all  times  when  out  ol  their  rooms.  These  old  buildings 
having  beeu  constructed  for  other  and  very  different  purposes,  are  very 
poorly  adapted  to  our  purposes.  Thus  it  has  been  attended  with  double  and 
thrible  the  labor  to  perform  our  regular  routine  of  duties  in  the  labor  depart- 
ment in  such  buildings,  than  it  would  in  those  which  had  been  constructed  on 
purpose  for  a Reform  School. 

The  past  year  being  the  first  year,  and  one  where  all  our  preparation  had 
to  be  made  to  open  our  School  has  been  one  of  toil  and  unceasing  care,  yet 
even  for  this  year  we  are  not  left  without  visible  indications  of  encourage- 
ment. We  can  discern  a marked  change  even  in  some  of  our  boys  who  have 
been  arrested  for  crime  before  they  were  committed  to  us  as  many  as  seven  or 
eight  times;  we  can  discern  a change  in  the  manner  they  perform  their  labor, 
and  in  their  habits  of  character.  Some  of  these  boys  have  expressed  a desire 
to  remain  with  us  after  their  terms  of  sentence  shall  expire.  With  all  our 
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toil  and  anxiety  during  the  year,  we  feel  amply  repaid  in  the  hopeful  indie; 
tious  of  the  future. 


THE  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

Our  regular  school  hours  have  been  from  1 to  9 in  the  morning,  an; 
from  5 to  I in  the  evening.  We  have  not  however  been  able  rigidly  to  ad 
here  to  these  hours  of  the  day  for  our  school,  for  sometimes  we  have  beei 
obliged  to  have  all  our  school  in  the  morning,  on  account  of  the  want  of  prop 
er  help  in  the  school  room,  it  having  been  impossible  to  secure  the  aid  ot 
competent  assistants  and  teachers. 

In  the  school  room  the  boys  have  shown  commendable  industry  and  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  Some  boys  who  when  they  were  admitted  a few  months 
ago,  did  not  know  the  English  alphabet,  can  now  read  very  well  in  easy  read- 
ing. One  difficulty  we  have  had  to  contend  with  however,  which  has  greatly 
retarded  the  intellectual  progress  of  the  boys,  and  that  has  been  the  frequent 
change  of  teachers  during  the  year. 

From  the  time  the  school  was  first  opened  to  the  completion  of  our  first 
quarter,  the  Superintendent  conducted  the  school  himself,  but  as  his  duties 
necessarily  increased  by  the  increase  of  the  inmates  to  the  school,  he  was 
compelled,  though  not  without  great  reluctance,  to  resign  the  school  into  oth- 
er hands.  We  have  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  command  the  kind  of  help 
which  a Reform  School  requires,  in  order  to  secure  the  ends  contemplated  by 
its  establishment.  We  are  still  trying  and  hoping  that  a man  will  be  found 
who  loves  the  work  for  the  work’s  sake,  who  will  enter  this  encouraging  field 
of  labor  with  a prospect  of  a rich  reward  for  the  future. 


DISCIPLINE. 

Our  government  of  the  school  has  been  parental.  We  have  labored  to 
introduce  as  much  of  the  family  as  possibly  into  our  management  of  the 
school.  We  have  made  it  our  chief  aim  to  fill  a father’s  place  to  these  unfor- 
tunate youth,  many  of  whom  have  been  deprived  of  both  father  and  mother. 
As  we  have  desired  others  to  do  for  our  children  should  they  be  left  fatherless, 
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) we  have  endeavored  to  do  for  them.  The  law  of  kindness  has  been  our 
lie  in  regulating  its  discipline.  Thus  the  boys  have  come  to  the  Su- 
| jrintendent  with  all  their  petty  griefs  and  trials,  and  we  have  had  to 
lb  very  much  engrossed  in  business  if  the  little  sufferer  did  not  receive  the 
nnpathy  he  needed. 

Like  other  schools  similar  in  their  objects  and  designs,  we  have  estab- 
shed  the  grade  system,  to  enable  us  the  more  easily  to  secure  obedience  and 
formation  in  the  inmates.  These  systems  of  grades  areas  follows:  When 
boy  comes  to  the  school,  for  whatever  crime  it  matters  not,  he  is  placed  in 
ro.  3 grade.  This  number  (3)  is  the  middle  point  between  our  ascending 
ad  descending  grade.  Above  these  in  the  scale  of  honor,  we  have  five  de- 
rees,  known  by  the  following  numbers:  2,  1,  l2,  b‘,  1',  or  Grade  of  Hon- 
r;  in  the  descending  series  we  have  4,  5,  5s,  5\  and  5:,  or  the  Grade  of 
disgrace.  Bach  of  these  grades  have  their  own  peculiar  'privileges  or  depriva- 
ons.  Ordinarily  we  elevate  or  degrade  only  one  degree  in  a week,  yet  for 
xtraordiuary  labor  or  regard  for  deportment,  we  sometimes  elevate  more  than 
ue  degree.  As  a general  thing  we  have  had  but  little  difficulty  in  subduing 
ie  most  obstinate  will.  When  all  other  devices  have  failed,  self-denial  in  the 
'Uperintendent  for  the  pupil’s  delinquincy,  has  secured  the  desired  result. 


LABOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Our  hours  of  labor  have  been  from  9 to  12  A.  M.,  and  1 to  4 P.  M. — 
n our  distribution  of  labor  we  have  on  an  average  worked  during  the  year 
boys  in  the  Tailor’s  shop;  2 in  the  Dining-hall;  2 in  the  Kitchen;  2 have 
teen  employed  in  white-washing  the  building,  all  parts  of  which,  outside  and 
aside,  and  portions  of  the  fence,  have  been  twice  wdiite-washed  during  the 
i’ear.  From  two  to  six  boys  have  been  employed  in  scrubbing  the  buildings, 
md  in  pleasant  weather  from  15  to  20  have  been  employed  on  the  farm  or  in 
he  garden;  from  4 to  six  have  been  worked  in  the  Wash  Room.  The  Tailors 
lave  manufactured  all  the  bedding  and  clothes  of  the  school  since  our  first 
dothing  was  purchased. 

A vast  amount  of  labor  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year  by  the  boys 
vho  have  worked  outside,  which  cannot  be  shown  by  our  Table  List.  We 
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have  made  our  own  bedsteads,  and  most  of  our  furniture;  built  bridges;  gjJ  ■ 
ded  roads,  transplated  from  the  forests  of  Michigan  City,  350  trees,  neaJ 
all  of  which  are  growing  and  doing  well.  We  have  also  opened  an  Avern* 
on  the  North  side  of  our  grounds,  66  feet  wide,  which  is  to  be  adorned  wi:|i 
trees. 

A special  train  of  the  Illinois  Central  to  Hyde  Park  stops  going  and  ® 
turning  if  desired,  four  times  a day  at  our  door,  which  is  an  invaluable  cc® 
venience  to  our  school.  In  the  labor  department  the  boys  have  certair® 
improved.  No  part  of  our  teaching  will  be  of  greater  service  to  these  youil 
than  what  they  learn  in  connection  with  the  performance  of  their  every  da;  I 
labor.  They  have  been  taught  that  it  was  not  the  amount  of  labor  whii  I 
they  performed  which  would  obtain  merit,  but  the  manner  in  which  it  is  don  I 
Line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,  have  been  given  reminding  them  of  tl  j 
fact  that  it  is  the  highest  excellency  of  labor  in  all  of  its  departments,  to  ( 
it  in  the  best  manner.  Om  mottoes  have  been:  “What  is  worthy  of  beii 
done,  is  worthy  of  being  well  done;”  “A  place  for  everything,  and  evei ' 
thing  in  its  place:”  “ He  that  is  faithful  in  little  things,  will  have  great  thin' 
to  care  for.”  Nearly  all  the  inmates  in  the  school  have  taken  a deep  interei 
in  their  labor,  and  have  aimed  to  excel  in  all  they  have  undertaken.  Tk 
germ  of  order  you  can  see  developing  itself  in  the  adornments,  mineral  cab 
nets  and  libraries  in  their  rooms. 

One  thing’  we  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  before  closiu 
upon  this  topic,  the  fact  that  we  shall  need  some  Mechanical  employment  fo 
the  boys  during  the  winter  months.  We  have  had  thus  far  employment  suff 
cient  and  shall  have  while  the  weather  continues  pleasant,  but  it  is  all  impoi 
tant  that  we  should  be  provided  with  in-door  mechanical  labor  for  the  winter 
which  would  be  both  useful  to  the  boys  and  remunerative  to  the  city. 


SABBATH  EXERCISES. 

A Sabbath  exercise  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  have  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  These  exercises  have  been  conducted  by  the  Superin- 
tendent entirely  with  the  exception  of  two  Sabbath  afternoons,  by  which  we 
were  favored  by  addresses  from  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Perkins,  of  this  city,  and 
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'inslow,  of  Ct.  In  addition  to  this  labor,  we  have  been  favored  by  help  from 
a or  eight  gentlemen,  on  Sabbath  afternoons.  Our  custom  has  been  to  ad- 
■ess  the  school  on  some  familiar  topic  connected  with  the  dangers  of  falling  in- 
criminal practices,  or  in  some  way  connected  with  their  previous  history  or 
■ esent  character.  The  boys  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  these  famil- 
ir  addresses,  and  I cannot  but  hope  that  they  have  tended  greatly  in  estab- 
hing  their  future  character.  In  the  afternoon  we  have  devoted  our  princi- 
jvl  time  in  studying  the  map  of  the  Holy  Land  and  parts  of  History  connec- 
d therewith. 


LIBRARY  AND  PERIODICALS. 

We  have  a well  selected  Library  in  connection  with  our  school  of  over 
1200  volumes,  the  donatiou  of  its  friends.  Immediately  after  our  school  was 
^ened  we  were  presented  with  a very  fine  selection  of  books  from  Mr.  Peirce, 
i nnected  with  the  Evening  Journal  of  this  city;  this  donation  consisted  of 
her  800  volumes  of  the  American  S.  S.  Union  books — the  entire  number 
-lich  at  the  time  were  published  by  that  Society. 

■ The  Massachusetts  Sabbath  School  Society,  also,  made  us  a donation  of 
loks  to  the  value  of  thirty  dollars,  and  several  gentlemen  of  Boston  added 
h our  stock  of  books  for  the  Boys’  Library.  To  J udge  Douglas  of  the 
i'nited  States  Senate,  we  are  indebted  for  valuable  Public  Documents. 
Lrs.  Lyman  & Brown,  of  this  city  also  presented  the  school  with  interest- 
Kg  books  and  Periodicals.  Alderman  Holden  has  given  us  two  very  fine 
lips  for  our  school  room.  The  city  press  have  also  gratuitously  furnished 
n with  their  daily  or  weekly  issues,  to  wit:  the  Daily  Chicago  Tribune,  Dem- 
jiratic  Press,  Chicago  Times,  Evening  Journal  and  Daily  Democrat.  The 
plowing  weeklies  have  also  been  gratuitously  furnished  us:  the  Christian 
femes,  North  Western  Christian  Advocate,  and  the  Congregational  Herald, 
be  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Chicago  press,  have  the  warmest  thanks  of 
he  Superintendent  of  the  Chicago  Reform  school,  for  the  interest  they  have 
nnifested  in  our  welfare,  not  only  to  give  us  the  reading  oi  their  daily  and 
jeekly  sheets,  but  the  opening  of  their  columns  to  the  advancing  of  our  cause 
fad  their  visits  to  onr  school.  The  local  editor  of  the  Times  has  visited  us 
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during  the  year  no  less  than  three  times,  and  has  ever  manifested  the  warmc 
sympathy  in  our  prosperity. 

We  have  begun  to  collect,  for  the  use  of  the  school,  a Cabinet  of  Mir 
rals  and  Curiosities,  iu  which  collection  the  boys  take  no  little  interest,  a 
we  cannot  but  bespeak  an  interest  in  this  collection,  from  our  friends  in  tl 
city  and  through  the  State,  during  the  coming  year.  Many  of  the  pup 
have  already  the  commencement  of  private  cabinets  in  their  rooms. 


HEALTH. 

We  have,  as  a general  thing,  enjoyed  good  health  from  the  openi 
of  the  school.  Some  of  the  boys  have  been  ailing  for  a few  da; 
though  but  one  serious  case  of  sickness  has  occurred  among  us  during  t 
year — a boy  by  the  name  of  Matz  Peets,  our  33d  number  in  the  regisl 
book.  This  boy  after  a sickness  of  a number  of  days  died.  His  disease  w 
Typhoid  fever.  His  parents  were  with  him  in  his  last  sickness,  and  our  pt 
sician,  Dr.  Ross,  of  this  city,  was  very  attentive  to  his  patient  while  life  i 
mained.  The  parents  of  the  boy  expressed  a great  deal  of  gratitude  for  t 
kindness  bestowed  upon  their  son  during  his  sickness.  We  herewith  prese 
you  with  the  Physician’s  Report. 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Reform  School: 


The  'following  I respectfully  submit  as  the  Medical  Report  of  the  School 
I*  the  year  ending  October,  1856: 


At  your  instruction,  when  elected  Physician,  I immediately  vaccinated 
lery  inmate  pf  the  School;  no  cases  of  Varioloid  or  Small  Pox  have  appeared. 
Itere  have  occurred  several  cases  of  Measles,  but  of  so  mild  a form  little 
|;dical  treatment  was  required;  three  cases  of  Erysipelas,  which  speedily 
■covered;  three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  two  of  which  recovered  and  one 
Irminated  fatally.  The  latter  was  a German  boy,  twelve  years  of  age;  he 
■is  sick  three  weeks,  and  notwithstanding  every  effort  on  my  part,  and  excel- 
lit  and  unremitting  attention  on  the  part  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols,  in  pro- 
long everything  necessary  to  his  comfort,  died.  This  is  the  only  death 
Inch  has  occurred  in  the  School  since  its  commencement. 

Besides  the  above  cases,  many  have  been  treated  and  cured,  of  chronic 
I czerna,  Tcnce  Cassitis , and  other  cutaneous  diseases  of  which  a large  num- 
Ir  are  found  afflicted  on  their  first  appearance  at  the  School. 

At  the  present  time,  general  good  health  prevails;  there  are  no  cases  of 
rkness  in  the  School.  The  location  of  the  school  is  believed  to  be  healthy, 
tone  case  of  miasmatic  disease, (intermittent  or  remittent  fever)  has  appeared 
d to  the  friends  of  this  enterprise,  it  is  a matter  of  congratulation,  that  a 
•e  so  favorable  is  secured. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  better  and  more  commodious  buildings  are  m 
had,  furnishing  less  facilities  for  the  lodgement  of  impurities,  and  larger  an 
better  ver.tillated  rooms,  especially  for  sleeping  apartments,  than  the  presei 
building  affords. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Superintendent  for  the  promptness  with  whic 
he  has  carried  out  every  suggestion  tending  to  the  health  and  welfare  < 
his  pupils.  J.  P.  ROSS,  M.  I). 


Chicago,  October,  185fi. 


SYMPATHY  OF  FRIENDS. 


We  cannot  close  our  report,  without  offering  a remark  or  two,  as  regards 
e sympathy  we  have  received  from  our  friends,  in  the  establishment  of  our 
ir  enterprise.  In  the  early  part  of  the  last  municipal  year,  we  were  visited 
jl?  a large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  attended  by  His 
onor,  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Guardians.  Ex-Mayor  Milliken  visited 
; no  less  than  four  times  during  the  year,  and  has  given  rewards  to  the  boys 
( r good  conduct.  Elis  Honor,  the  present  Mayor,  the  City  Marshal,  Cbair- 
an  of  the  Police  Committee,  City  Attorney,  Captain  of  Police,  Archibald 
' Williams,  Esq.,  of  Quincy,  U.  S.  Marshal,  IT.  S.  Commissioner,  and  vJudge 
aniere  of  the  Circuit  Court,  have  all  visited  us  during  the  year  and  taken 
p little  interest  in  the  school.  These  gentlemen  have  our  warmest  thanks, 
J ut,  I cannot  close  under  this  head,  without  making  special  reference  to  the 
j sits  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Guardians: 

Tour  prompt  response  to  every  want  of  the  school,  cannot  be  spoken  of 
i terms  too  complimentary  Your  weekly  or  semi-monthly  visits  have  been 
hiled  by  ns  all  at  the  school  as  events  of  no  ordinary  occurrence.  We  are 
reatly  indebted  to  you  for  your  kindness  and  sympathy;  your  words  of  en- 
mragement  have  come  to  our  spirits  as  good  news  from  a far  off  country; 
mid  the  fatigues  and  labors  of  the  day,  one  word  from  the  members  of^  the 
oard  has  led  us  to  take  fresh  courage  and  forget  the  labors  of  the  past.  We 
ive  looked  on  with  feelings  of  gratitude  to  see  how  the  gentlemen  of  the 
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Board  have  sacrificed  their  most  pressing  business  engagements  whenever  tl 
school  demanded  their  time  or  council.  May  the  Chicago  Reform  School  loi 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  such  disinterestedness  in  its  Guardians,  and  may  tl 
Board  never  have  less  reason  than  now  to  give  the  school  their  warmest  syr 
pathy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  B.  NICHOLS,  Superintendent 

Chicago  Reform  Sclioo 


TREASURERS’  REPORT. 


flowing  the  amount  drawn  from  the  City  Treasury,  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Chicago  Reform  School,  and  for  what  purposes  expended: 


i nount  paid  for  buildings,  repairs,  and  improvement  of  grounds $1,506  55 

.om  which  deduct  amount  expended  of  County  appropriations 788  22 


$ i IS  38 


nount  expended  for  salaries  of  officers  and  helpers,  exclusive  of  salary  of  Super- 
intendent  $585  16 

nount  expended  for  Groceries  and  Provisions 1,049  01 

•aveling  expenses  of  Superintendent  East,  drayage,  and  carnage  hire  in  visiting 

the  school 263  9!) 

her  expenses  not  enumerated  but  which  will  appear  in  Superintendent’s  repot  t , . 1,529  53 


11  of  I.  H.  Stunham 
11  of  Gage  & Haines 

$4,408  91 


$69  09 

93  75  $162  84 


THE  COUNCIL  HAVE  APPROPRIATED 


stober  22,  1855.. 
ovember  12,  1855 
ovember  26,  1855 
inuary  12,  1856. . . 
me  6,  1856 


$500  00 
250  00 
500  00 
1,000  00 

2,000  00  $4,250  00 


Excess  over  appropriations 


$158  91 


here  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  deductions  and  errors  from  several  bills  $S  56 


JOSEPH  H.  GRAY, 

Treasurer  of  Board  of  Guardians  of  C R,  S , 


